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One of the most important city ports of the Western Hemisphere, Buenos Aires has a history inextricably connected to the 
fluctuations of the Atlantic economy as well as to its strategic position as a gateway to vast and fertile flatlands that extend far 
beyond the city limits. Founded and re-founded in the 16th century as a secondary colonial outpost, Buenos Aires was dramatically 
transformed by the demands of the European markets at the turn of both the 18th and 19th centuries. In this context, two crucial 
developments are decisive for understanding the physical, social, and cultural fabric of the city: the emergence of the gauchos and 
the arrival of millions of European immigrants. The gauchos, although primarily inhabiting the pampas, would nonetheless project 
their influence on the city's margins and later be elevated to cultural icon; whereas the immigrants would give Buenos Aires the 
particular imprint for which it is internationally recognized. Crucial periods of the city's history, repeatedly visited by scholars, can 
only be explained as the result of the interplay between local and international political, economic, and demographic factors. These 
include the autocratic and populist rule of Juan Manuel de Rosas in the 1830s and 1840s, the influx of Italian, Spanish, and Jewish 
populations between 1880 and 1930, and the rise of Juan D. Peron as a popular leader in the 1940s (along with the formation of 
his still influential movement). The experience of living in an urban environment subject to quick transformations, particularly since 
the end of the 19th century, has had a decisive impact on Argentine literature, music, and visual arts. The creations of poets, 
novelists, musicians, artists, and filmmakers have proven crucial for constructing a lasting image of Buenos Aires for local and 
international consumption. Tango, perhaps the city's most singular cultural expression, has played an unparalleled role in this 
regard. But if a turn-of-the-century burgeoning city has occupied an undisputed place in the artistic and scholarly imagination, there 
is also the Buenos Aires of economic decline and cultural conflict that gradually emerged in the last century. Despite having being 
affected by several dictatorial regimes and financial crises on which recent scholarship and cultural production have increasingly 
focused, contemporary Buenos Aires continues to be a sociocultural and economic center for tourists, students, and new waves of 
immigrants (mainly from Latin American and East Asian countries). 
General Overviews 
A limited number of works examine the historical evolution of Buenos Aires in a general fashion. Romero and Romero 2000 and 
Rapoport and Seoane 2007 provide comprehensive approaches to the city in multivolume collections. Fontanella de Weinberg 
1987 and Schavelzon 1999 survey the city's linguistic and archeological evolution since the 16th century. Gutman and Hardey 
2007 focuses on architectural change, while Sigal 2006 discusses the historical uses of Plaza de Mayo, the city's most symbolic 
political stage. Molina y Vedia 1999 analyzes urban planning over the course of more than four centuries. 
Fontanella de Weinberg ,  Maria Beatriz. El espaflo/ bonaerense: Cuatro siglos de evoluci6n lingiiistica, 1580-1980. Buenos 
Aires: Hachette, 1987. 
A general history of Buenos Aires Spanish. Considers four periods (1580-1700, 1700-1800, 1800-1880, and 1880-1980). 
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Discusses phonological, morphophonological, morphosyntactical, and lexical change and includes sections on linguistic contact 
and slang. Contains important findings regarding seseo, yeismo, and voseo. 
Gutman, Margarita, and Jorge Enrique Hardoy. Buenos Aires, 1536-2006: Historia urbana def Area Metropolitana. Buenos 
Aires: Ediciones lnfinito, 2007. 
Introduction to the urban ecology of Buenos Aires, with special emphasis on architectural change. Of particular interest is the 
book's approach to the city since the return to democracy in 1983: the emergence of gated communities, projects of urban 
recycling, and configuration of shanty towns. Accompanied by statistical charts and an extensive bibliography. Illustrated. 
Molina y Vedia, Juan. Mi Buenos Aires herido: Planes de desarrol/o territorial y urbano (153�2000). Buenos Aires: 
Colihue, 1999. 
Discusses patterns of urban planning and growth since early colonial times, to concentrate on documented major 20th-century 
projects of urban renewal. It contains ample visual material, from maps and architectural designs to artistic sketches and 
photographs. 
Rapoport, Mario, and Maria Seoane. Buenos Aires, historia de una ciudad: De la modernidad al sig/o XX/: Sociedad, 
politica, economia, y cultura. 2 vols. Buenos Aires: Planeta-Fundaci6n Banco Ciudad, 2007. 
A very accessible, comprehensive history of the modern city ranging from 1880 to 2005. It provides a general but systematic 
overview of major periods divided by years, with each period analyzed along four equally important variables: politics, economics, 
society, and culture. 
Romero, Jose Luis, and Luis Alberto Romero. Buenos Aires: Historia de cuatro sig/os. 2 vols. Buenos Aires: Altamira, 
2000. 
Collection of articles by historians and social scientists. Discusses the city's two foundations, the Colonial City, the Jacobin City, 
the Creole City, the Patrician City, the Bourgeois City, the City of the Masses, and the City of the Future. Covers a variety of 
political and cultural topics (from architecture to tango, from trade unions to social life, from traffic to slums). 
Schavelzon, Daniel. Arqueo/ogia de Buenos Aires: Una ciudad en el fin def mundo. Buenos Aires: Emece, 1999. 
Discusses the excavations of local institutions (a museum, a hospital, a church, a printing company, a government building), as 
well as in several residences and a park to highlight the socioeconomic and ethnic profile of Buenos Aires. Pays attention to the 
material culture of European immigrants, indigenous peoples, and African inhabitants. Focuses on gendered and family objects. 
Sigal, Silvia. La Plaza de Mayo: Una cr6nica. Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI, 2006. 
Focusing on the main government square in downtown Buenos Aires as the central stage of Argentinian political life, the study 
traces the uses of the plaza since the 1810 declaration of independence to the last dictatorship (1976-1983), for both government 
and anti-government demonstrations. 
History to 1870 
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Colonial Buenos Aires, as well as the fifty years following the emancipation from Spain, is covered by Adelman 1999, Johnson 
2011, Sabata 1990, and Socolow 1978, which deal with economic structures. Gonzalez Bernaldo de Quiros 2001, Salvatore 2003, 
and Szuchman 1988 discuss the Rosas era and its aftermath from social and political points of view, while Sabata 2001 focuses on 
the emergence of a national political culture. 
Adelman, Jeremy. Republic of Capital: Buenos Aires and the Legal Transformation of the Atlantic World. California: 
Stanford Univ. Press, 1999. 
Studies the formation of the Argentinian state through the development of economic legislation (e.g., private property rights, 
contracts, monetary policy, etc.) and its interaction with the trans-Atlantic market. Argues that the free market was dependent on 
the political power that emanated from the capital, its governments, and its merchants. 
Gonzalez Bernaldo de Quiros, Pilar. Civi/idad y politica en los origenes de la Nacion argentina: Las sociabi/idades en 
Buenos Aires, 1829-1862. Buenos Aires: FCE, 2001. 
Studies the associative life in Buenos Aires in the mid-19th century and its relation to the construction of an Argentine nation. Uses 
private archives, police sources, and press documents to analyze a variety of forms and spaces of sociability, both public and 
private, such as pulperias, cafes, and African societies, as well as more formal associations like the Freemasons. 
Johnson, Lyman L. Workshop of Revolution: Plebeian Buenos Aires and the Atlantic World, 1776-1810. Durham, NC: 
Duke Univ. Press, 2011. 
Focuses on the fluid economic and living conditions and modes of organization of labor in late-colonial Buenos Aires, including 
artisan labor, and free and slave labor, as an essential social base for the build-up toward the war of independence and which 
provided the movement popular support. 
Sabato, Hilda. Agrarian Capitalism and the World Market: Buenos Aires in the Pastoral Age, 1840-1890. Albuquerque: 
Univ. of New Mexico Press, 1990. 
Analyzes records of estancieros, British banking houses, and French wool dealers to provide a detailed view of agrarian 
development in Buenos Aires in the second half of the 19th century. Looks at the growth of the region's export economy by 
focusing on wool production and export trade; challenges the prevalent thesis about oligarchical patterns of land tenure in the 
country during that period. 
Sabato, Hilda. The Many and the Few: Political Participation in Republican Buenos Aires. Stanford, CA: Stanford Univ. 
Press, 2001. 
Analyzes the formation of a public sphere in Buenos Aires during the 1860s and 1870s; focuses on clientelistic approaches to 
political mobilization. Examines the role of mutual aid societies and mass demonstrations in initiating public discussions about 
political leadership. 
Salvatore, Ricardo. Wandering Paysanos: State Order and Subaltern Experience in Buenos Aires during the Rosas Era. 
Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press, 2003. 
Analyzes mobility and agency of peasants under Rosas, challenging the characterization of rosismo as a quasi-feudal regime. 
Depicts a society driven by market forces with positive attitudes toward liberalism. By showing the limits to unconditional rosismo 
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among peasants, this book questions the portrayals of gauchos as victims of capitalist modernity. 
Socolow, Susan. The Merchants of Buenos Aires, 1778-1810: Family and Commerce. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. 
Press, 1978. 
Studies trade expansion during the final years of the Spanish Empire in the Rio de la Plata. Expanding on previous knowledge 
about viceregal Buenos Aires, and particularly on the development of its economy, Sokolow analyzes the great social diversity and 
upward mobility among wholesale merchants, providing information on marriage patterns and religious practices. 
Szuchman, Mark D. Order, Family, and Community in Buenos Aires, 1810-1860. Stanford, CA: Stanford Univ. Press, 1988. 
Deals with political leadership and its relationship to families and household structure in the first half of the 19th century. Tries to 
understand the social basis of caudil/ismo by investigating the way in which Rosas improved chances of life of lower-class families 
(particularly widows and militarized teenagers) by imposing domestic peace after the war of emancipation. 
History after 1870 
A number of important studies discuss modernization in Buenos Aires and its challenges since the end of the 19th century. Scobie 
1974 provides an overview of the transformation of the city since the 1870s. The turn of the century is analyzed in Losada 2008, 
which discusses the city's "high society," Arm us 2011 focuses on questions of health, and Guy 1991 tackles prostitution and family 
issues. Politics and culture in the 20th century are covered in Walter 1993, Gutierrez and Romero 1995, Korn 2004, and Suriano 
2010. 
Armus, Diego. The Ailing City: Health, Tuberculosis, and Culture in Buenos Aires, 1870-1950. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. 
Press, 2011. 
Analyzes official policies and people's prejudices toward tuberculosis. Discusses institutional approaches to treatment as well as 
patients' reactions to the disease and public health campaigns. Special consideration is given to questions of gender, immigration, 
and family. Examines the impact of tuberculosis in music, theater, poetry, and sports. 
Gutierrez, Leandro H., and Luis Alberto Romero. Sectores populares: Cultura y politica: Buenos Aires en la entreguerra. 
Buenos Aires: Sudamericana, 1995. 
Analyzes the emergence of a reformist and conformist neighborhood culture in the 1920s and 1930s. Pays particular attention to 
the role of the popular press, cheap books, and local libraries in the formation of political and cultural ideals. The authors discuss to 
what extent this neighborhood culture could have impacted the imagination of the Peronist descamisados.
Guy, Donna. J. Sex & Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Family, and Nation in Argentina. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska 
Press, 1991. 
Examines the history of prostitution and bordellos since the second half of the 19th century to Peron's rise to power. Analyzes the 
discourses of physicians, police officers, municipal officials, social reformers, and writers of tangos, plays, and novels, who explore 
the topics of commercial sex, women's work, and family life. 
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Korn, Francis. Buenos Aires: Mundos particulares. 1870-1895-1914-1945. Buenos Aires: Sudamericana, 2004. 
These historical vignettes offer a multifaceted account of the life of the city in the said time periods. Combining the informational 
and the anecdotic, the author recreates particular aspects of everyday life and vividly describes historical changes in the character 
of the city, with particular attention to population growth. 
Losada, Leandro. La a/ta sociedad en la Buenos Aires de la Belle Epoque. Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI, 2008. 
Explores the way in which high society in Buenos Aires's set the limits on access to its circle between 1880 and 1920. Analyzes 
rules of etiquette, leisure spaces, social codes, and consumption practices. Pays attention to the role of Catholic education and 
morality in the culture of this sector. Underlines the heterogeneous geographical and social origins of the group. 
Scobie, James. Buenos Aires: Plaza to Suburb: 1870-1910. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1974. 
Studies Buenos Aires "modernization" throughout four decades. Discusses urban growth due to massive immigration, housing 
developments, and transportation networks. Analyzes the emergence of a commercial bureaucratic metropolis by contrasting the 
prosperous center around the Plaza de Mayo with the working class experience in tenements and distant neighborhoods. 
Suriano, Juan. Paradoxes of Utopia: Anarchist Culture and Politics in Buenos Aires, 1890-1910. Oakland, CA: AK Press, 
2010. 
Highlighting the variety of ideologies under the umbrella of anarchism, Suriano analyzes anarchist groups in their political, 
intellectual, and cultural practices (such as schools and publications) in the contexts of the rapidly modernizing city, immigration 
politics, and the dismal conditions of existence of the working poor. 
Walter, Richard J. Politics and Urban Growth in Buenos Aires, 1910-1942. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1993. 
Focuses on local politics and city administration. Covers the conflicting relationship between mayor and city council, local elections, 
and the management of the public services. Discusses architectural history, social life (cafes and theatres), and some aspects of 
urban development (construction of avenues, transportation systems, planning of parks, and balnearios). 
Population 
The turn of the 20th and 21st centuries are decisive periods for the history of Buenos Aires, as they saw the influx of immigrants 
from Europe, Latin America, and Asia that changed the demographic profile of the city. Mirelman 1990, Moya 1998 and Baily 1999 
focus on the three largest immigration groups of the period 1880-1930 (Italians, Spaniards, and Jews). Andrews 1980 and 
Maronese 2006 explore Buenos Aires's African heritage. Grimson 1999, Mera 1998, and Rosas 2010 analyze recent Bolivian. 
Korean, and Peruvian immigration, respectively. 
Andrews, George Reid. The Afro-Argentines of Buenos Aires, 1800-1900. Madison: Univ. of Wisconsin Press, 1980. 
Explains and documents the demographic decline of the Afro-Argentine population after the abolition of slavery (1813), and by the 
same token, studies forms of life, diverse composition, and social inclusion of black inhabitants in 19th century Buenos Aires. 
Offers a comparative trans-American perspective that attempts to remediate the absence of blacks in traditional national 
historiography. 
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Baily, Samuel L. Immigrants in the lands of promise: Italians in Buenos Aires and New York City, 1870-1914. Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell Univ. Press, 1999. 
Analysis of how Italian immigrants adjusted differently to the ecologies of both cities; considers their own agency and the 
challenges they had to confront. Italians in Buenos Aires found bigger job opportunities; Buenos Aires also offered Italians the 
possibility of a rapid adjustment due to cultural continuities, the fact that Italians were the largest immigrant group, and that the city 
was at an earlier stage of development. 
Grimson, Alejandro. Relatos de la diferencia y la igualdad: Los bolivianos en Buenos Aires. Buenos Aires: EUDEBA, 
1999. 
Anthropological account of recent Bolivian immigration to Buenos Aires with special attention to the communication practices (e.g., 
alternative media, fiestas, civil organizations, etc.) of the migrants themselves, and their role in negotiating identity with respect to 
other groups of migrants and more established local populations. 
Maronese, Leticia, ed. Buenos Aires negra: ldentidad y cultura. Buenos Aires: Comisi6n para la Preservaci6n del 
Patrimonio Hist6rico-Cultural de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires, 2006. 
Conference proceedings that compiles contributions by the most relevant scholars working on the African diaspora in the city, from 
historical, ethnographical, and cultural studies on the colonial period to those on contemporary migratory trends. 
Mera, Carolina. La inmigraci6n coreana en Buenos Aires: Multicultura/ismo en el espacio urbano. Buenos Aires: 
EUDEBA, 1998. 
Studies Korean immigrants settled in the neighborhoods of Once, Baja Flores, and Parque Chacabuco. Examines the immigrants' 
self-representations vis-a-vis local perceptions of Koreans living in Buenos Aires. Discusses family, education, language, and 
generational attitudes, as well as sociability issues. 
Mirelman, Victor A. Jewish Buenos Aires, 1890-1930: In Search of an Identity. Detroit: Wayne State Univ. Press, 1990. 
Focuses on the most decisive period for the formation of Jewish Buenos Aires, exploring the role of both the Sephardic and 
Ashkenazi communities. Analyzes questions of religious observance, conflicts within the Jewish community, issues of 
intermarriage, Jewish education, and the white-slave trade of Jewish girls. Examines in detail the question of anti-Semitism. 
Moya, Jose C. Cousins and Strangers: Spanish Immigrants in Buenos Aires 1850-1930. Berkeley: Univ. of California 
Press, 1998. 
The most important study devoted to the history of Spanish immigration to Buenos Aires. Includes micro and macro levels of 
analysis. Focusing on the analysis of transatlantic social networks, Moya argues that these connections were more decisive than 
political and economic factors in maintaining migration fluxes throughout eighty years. Also discusses the cultural reception of 
Spanish immigration in cultural expressions. 
Rosas, Carolina. lmplicaciones mutuas entre el genero y la migraci6n: Mujeres y varones peruanos arribados a Buenos 
Aires entre 1990 y 2003. Buenos Aires: Eudeba, 2010. 
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Studies Peruvian residents in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area emphazising the influence of gender issues in the organization of 
migration flows (premigratory period), as well as the effect of migration over gender constructions in the postmigratory stage. 
Analyzes schooling, jobs, marriage, and family. 
Urban Ethnography 
Auyero 2001; Beccaria, et al. 2002; Gravino 2007; DuBois 2005; and Ippolito-O'Donnell 2012 describe contemporary political and 
civic engagement in suburban Buenos Aires; these studies provide a perspective on political and cultural issues related to 
impoverished areas. Alarcon 2003 deals with criminality. 
Alarcon, Cristian. Cuando me muera quiero que me toquen cumbia: Vidas de pibes chorros. Buenos Aires: Grupo 
Editorial Norma, 2003. 
A series of urban chronicles about the youth in the slums following the rise and fall of a bandit and the shifting culture of criminality. 
The book provides an impressionistic but realistic depiction of lives riddled with violence and drugs as a new normality, both 
integral to the contemporary city and alien to its official culture. 
Auyero, Javier. Poor People's Politics: Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. 
Press, 2001. 
Etnographic study of urban poverty in contemporary metropolitan Buenos Aires. Analyzes informal problem-solving networks 
meant to ensure material survival after the 1990s' neoliberal restructuring. The book discusses the gendered nature of politics (as 
women are decisive political brokers in the neighborhood), and examines the uses of the figure of Eva Peron as cultural model. 
Beccaria, Luis, Silvio Feldman, Ines Gonzalez Bomba!, et al. Sociedad y sociabilidad en la Argentina de los 90. Buenos 
Aires: Biblos-UNGS, 2002. 
Compilation of articles on processes of social differentiation that occurred as a consequence of the implementation of neoliberal 
reforms. Discusses new forms of social integration and conflict: gated communities, varied experiences of bartering, connections 
between work and crime among the poor youth, and informal workers (a/bani/es, feriantes). 
Cravino, Maria Cristina, ed. Resistiendo en los barrios: Acci6n colectiva y movimientos sociales en Area Metropolitana de 
Buenos Aires. Los Polvorines: UNGS, 2007. 
Compilation of articles by political and social scientists on the emergence of new social actors after the Argentine crisis of 2001-
especially picketers, neighborhood assemblies, and cartoneros (waste pickers of recyclable materials). Discusses the role of the 
State, the Catholic Church, and some non-governmental organizations in the negotiation of social conflicts. 
DuBois, Lindsay. The Politics of the Past in an Argentine Working-Class Neighbourhood. Toronto: Univ.of Toronto Press, 
2005. 
Ethnographic study of a working-class housing project in Jose lngenieros, a district of Greater Buenos Aires. By focusing on the 
last military dictatorship (1976-1983), the book discusses the way in which popular memory differs from characterizations of the 
period by scholars and officials. The book challenges the idea of "shared," coherent, and consensual past by community members. 
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Ippolito-O'Donnell, Gabriela. The Right to the City: Popular Contention in Contemporary Buenos Aires. Notre Dame, IN: 
Univ. of Notre Dame Press, 2012. 
Studies collective action in the district of Villa Lugano after the return of democracy in Argentina (1983). By focusing on a popular 
struggle to have the district's street paved (successful), and to build clinics and hospitals (failed), the book examines political 
clientelism and social antagonism among low income groups, and their effects in the building of a democratic society. 
Urban Planning 
Buenos Aires has undergone significant urban and architectural changes since the early 19th century. Aliata 2006 and Gorelik 
1998 investigate architectural and urban projects in the early 19th century and early 20th century, respectively. Silvestri 2003 
analyzes the historical transformations in the landscape of a small, but symbolically charged, corner of the city throughout the 19th 
and 20th centuries. Vapfiarsky 2000 surveys the territorial and demographic expansion of Greater Buenos Aires between 1869 and 
1970. Welch Guerra 2005 and Gravino 2006 tackle recent urban changes. 
Aliata, Fernando. La ciudad regular: Arquitectura, programas e instituciones en el Buenos Aires posrevolucionario, 1821-
1835. Buenos Aires: Universidad Nacional de Quilmes-Prometeo, 2006. 
Focuses on the Rivadavia administration's attempt to create a regular city pattern as a response to the revolutionary experience. 
Analyzes both finished and failed urban projects, including the reorganization of suburbs, promotion of domestic architecture, and 
creation of public spaces. Gives special consideration to the design of Buenos Aires' central square, the cathedral portico, and the 
House of Representatives. 
Cravino, Maria Cristina. Las villas de la ciudad: mercado e informalidad urbana. Los Polvorines: UNGS, 2006. 
Researches the development of shantytowns in Buenos Aires paying particular attention to questions of land and home ownership. 
By investigating three shantytowns, Gravino discusses the role and structure of informal real estate markets. Uses extensive 
surveys and provides detailed charts. Deals with juridical questions. 
Gorelik, Adrian. La gril/a y el parque: Espacio publico y cultura urbana en Buenos Aires, 1887-1936. Buenos Aires: 
Universidad Nacional de Quilmes, 1998. 
The city emerges as both producing and constraining modes of political sociability in this cultural and historical study of the city 
from the late 19th century to the 1930s. Both symbolic and material, ideologies of public space are materialized as the interplay 
between the grid and the open parks. 
Silvestri, Graciela. El color de/ rio: Historia cultural de/ paisaje de/ Riachue/o. Bernal: Universidad Nacional de Qui Imes, 
2003. 
A cultural history of the Riachuelo, a section of a tributary of the River Plate. Studies the transformations of the Riachuelo's 
physical environment and its symbolic values throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Presented today as one of the typical 
landscapes of the city, the Riachuelo provides touristic visions of immigration, local art, and tango in La Boca neighborhood. 
Vapfiarsky, Cesar A. La aglomeraci6n Gran Buenos Aires: Expansion espacial y crecimiento demografico entre 1869 y 
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1991. Buenos Aires: EUDEBA, 2000. 
Historical reconstruction of the territorial and demographic expansion of Greater Buenos Aires between 1869 and 1970 from the 
point of view of urban geography. Includes extensive cartographic documentation on the growth of the municipalities surrounding 
the capital city. The annex contains a comprehensive collection of maps and blueprints. 
Welch Guerra, Max, ed. Buenos Aires a la deriva. Transformaciones urbanas recientes. Buenos Aires: Biblos, 2005. 
Compilation of papers concerned with changes in urban geography particularly since the 1980s. Includes studies from social policy 
and urbanism perspectives, on issues such as the privatization of space, shopping malls, changing neighborhood identities, de­
centering and rise of new centers, local grass roots organizations, and urban politics, among others. 
Cultural Studies 
These books explore the connection between politics, cultural institutions, material artifacts, and symbolic practices. El Jaber 2011 
focuses on construction of space in the colonial period. A number of texts center on the 19th and 20th century: Salessi 1995 and 
Caimari 2012 analyze legal and criminal discourses; Macintyre 2010 examines women's cultural practices. Benzecry 2011 
examines the opera audiences. Solomianski 2006 provides an introduction to black culture in Argentina. 
Benzecry, Claudio E. The Opera Fanatic: Ethnography of an Obsession. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2011. 
Explores the discursive practices of non-elites in the upper floors of Buenos Aires opera house. Drawing on the music-in-action 
approach, the book highlights how the non-elites use cultural capital for self-construction and self-transcendence through affective 
relationships with music. 
Caimari, Lila. Mientras la ciudad duerme: Pistoleros, policias y periodistas en Buenos Aires, 1920-1945. Buenos Aires: 
Siglo Veintiuno Editores, 2012. 
Looking into the discourses of the law, police documents, chronicles, and periodicals, but also into everyday practices of 
journalists, criminals, and policemen, the book offers an original account of this period of demographic expansion, technological 
change, economic crisis, and urban modernization. 
El Jaber, Loreley. Un pals malsano: La conquista de/ espacio en las cr6nicas de/ Rio de la Plata (siglos XVI y XVII). 
Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo, 2011. 
Studies Alvar Nunez's Comentarios, Schmid l's Derrotero, and Dfaz de Guzman's La Argentina, as well as letters, instructions, and 
probatory documents. Proposes that these documents challenged the triumphalist narrations of the conquest of Mexico and Peru 
by presenting chronicles of disappointment and suffering. Discusses the role of illustrations in the chronicles. 
Macintyre, Iona. Women and Print Culture in Post-independence Buenos Aires. Woodbridge, UK and Rochester, NY: 
Tamesis, 2010. 
A close reading of political periodicals, educational texts, and literature from 1820 to 1831, this book offers a glimpse into 
constructions of female roles that the elite elaborated for the new era of nation-building liberalism. It emphasizes the changing 
complexity of publishing and readership in the period immediately following independence. 
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Salessi, Jorge. Medicos, maleantes y maricas. Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo, 1995. 
Examines judicial and health discourses, practices, and institutions in a key period of modernization of urban space at the end of 
the 19th century, and the anxieties regarding the adaptation of subjects considered of dubious decency, which included anarchists, 
criminals, and a vast variety of the sexually "perverted." 
Solomianski, Alejandro. ldentidades secretas: La negritud argentina. Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo, 2006. 
Against the hegemonic discourse of whiteness prevalent in Argentina, the author reconstructs black influence, authors, and themes 
in popular culture and the arts during the 19th and first half of the 20th century. 
Visual Arts 
The turn of the 19th century was key for the city to define its sense of identity, and Malosetti Costa 2001 gives an illustrated and 
critical account of the art scene of the period. Complimentarily, Malosetti Costa and Gene 2009 discusses the formation of a 
cultural industry tied to new patterns of consumption. Moores 1945 compiles early images of the city. The photos in Coppola, et al. 
2006 continue to be the canonical pictures of a Buenos Aires that aspired to meet the standards of a major urban center. 
Simultaneously, as Frank 2006 shows, other artists were creating visual expressions accompanying, both in theme and media, the 
formation and the struggles of a modern working class. King 2007 analyzes the transformative role played by the Institute DiTella in 
the 1960s. Davila-Villa 2011 and Langoni 2008 provide overviews of two of the most important tendencies of the post-dictatorship 
era: the emergence of a dynamic visual arts scene and the resurgence of artistic engagement with social movements, respectively. 
Coppola, Horacio, Facundo de Zuviria, and Adrian Gorelik. Buenos Aires. Buenos Aires: Ediciones Lariviere, 2006. 
Taken between 1927 and 1936, Coppola's series of photos attempted to capture an essential Buenos Aires, and they are still 
iconic. This volume is complemented by a series of more contemporary Buenos Aires photos by De Zuvirfa and by a prologue by 
architect and urban historian Gorelik. 
Davila-Villa, Ursula. Recovering Beauty: The 1990s in Buenos Aires. Austin, Texas: Blanton Museum of Art at the Univ. of 
Texas at Austin, 2011. 
Illustrated catalogue with essays and chronology; focuses on the work of the "arte light" group (Feliciano Centurion, Sebastian 
Gordfn, Benito Laren, Jorge Gumier Maier, Marcelo Pombo, Cristina Schiavi, Fabio Kacero, Graciela Hasper, and Omar Schiliro, 
among others). Emphasizes the role played by Centro Cultural Ricardo Rojas (University of Buenos Aires) in fostering artistic 
experimentation in the 1990s. 
Frank, Patrick. Los artistas def pueblo: Prints and Workers' Culture in Buenos Aires, 1917-1935. Albuquerque: Univ. of 
New Mexico Press, 2006. 
Analysis of the work of Social Realist printmakers Adolfo Bellocq, Jose Arato, Guillermo Facio, and Abraham Vigo, who created 
empathetic representations of the poor and produced an alternative high culture for proletarian groups. The book discusses how 
these printmakers understood communitarian anarchism and how they established a contradictory relationship to mass culture, 
particularly tango, soccer, and commercial theater. 
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King, John. El Di Tel/a: El desarrol/o cultural argentino en la decada def sesenta. Buenos Aires: Asunto lmpreso 
Ediciones, 2007. 
A history of the pioneering privately funded institute that officiated as the platform for vanguard performing and visual arts, as well 
as for anti-hegemonic social thought. The book can be read as a study of the 1960s counter-cultural climate, as the institute
functioned between 1958 and 1971. 
Longoni, Ana Gustavo Bruzzone, ed. El Siluetazo. Buenos Aires: Adriana Hidalgo Editora, 2008. 
This book collects a series of analytical articles, photos, documents, and testimonies concerned with the use of paper silhouette 
representing the disappeared, in the context of human rights demonstrations that started in Plaza de Mayo, representing a turning 
point for the construction of historical memory and democratization of urban space. 
Malosetti Costa, Laura. Los primeros modernos: Arte y sociedad en Buenos Aires a fines def siglo XIX. Buenos Aires: FC, 
2001. 
Explores the way in which crucial works by Sivori, Schiaffino, Della Valle, De la Carcova, and Guidice operated as mediators in 
disputes over national art, market demands, cultural expectations and state needs. Examines processes of art institutionalization, 
formation of an art public, professionalization, and co-optation of the artists by the state. 
Malosetti Costa, Laura, and Marcela M. Gene. lmpresiones porteflas: Imagen y pa/abra en la historia cultural de Buenos 
Aires. Buenos Aires: Edhasa, 2009. 
Examines cultural materials that include words and images in their design, including fashion items, magazines, and newspapers 
(Athinae, Plus Ultra, Caras y Caretas, La l/ustraci6n Argentina, Martin Fierro). Analyzes processes of production and consumption 
of printed images and looks at the connections between art, technology, and the process of citizen-formation. 
Moores, Guillermo H., ed. Estampas y vistas de la ciudad de Buenos Aires 1599-1895. Buenos Aires: Municipalidad de la 
Ciudad de Buenos Aires y Peuser, 1945. 
A limited edition, historical collection of early images of the city that compiles reproductions of lithographs, etchings, and paintings 
held at archives, libraries, and museums, or previously published in periodicals. Each image is dated and annotated with reference 
to style and technique, and detailed historical background of its creation and circulation is included. 
Mass Media and Popular Culture 
Buenos Aires' dynamic nightlife is historicized and colorfully described in Civale 2011. Frydenberg 2011 analyzes soccer, as much 
as part of cultural identity as economic and social institutions. Peronismo divided the waters of 20th century Argentina; Karush 
2012 and Podalsky 2004 tackle, respectively, the relation between mass culture and politics before and after the end of the first 
Peronista era. Pujol 1989 concentrates on the musical contributions of different waves of immigrants throughout the century, while 
Seman and Vila 2012 focuses on the richness of contemporary popular musical expressions analyzed at the intersection of diverse 
consumption patterns and identity definitions. 
Civale, Cristina. Las mil y una noches: Una historia de la noche portefla 1960-2010. Buenos Aires: Marea Editorial, 2011. 
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Compilation of stories, pictures, and documents about nightlife in the city, is divided by decades from the 1960s to the 2000s. It 
reviews and describes cabarets, concert halls, artistic nightclubs, etc., as sites not limited to entertainment but arenas for cultural 
expression and life-style experimentations. 
Frydenberg, Julio D. Historia social def futbol: Del amateurismo a la profesionalizaci6n. Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI Editores, 
2011. 
An account of the history of soccer in Buenos Aires and the values, identities, and institutions built around the sport. Concentrates 
on the period from its arrival from Britain at the end of the 19th century to its popularization and professionalization in the first three 
decades of the 20th century. 
Karush, Matthew B. Culture of Class: Radio and Cinema in the Making of a Divided Argentina, 1920-1946. Durham, NC: 
Duke Univ. Press, 2012. 
Discusses the emergence of national mass media, its imbrication with the construction of class identity and consciousness, and the 
building up toward the organization of the Peronista movement. Genres long considered minor and overly sentimental, such as 
melodrama, are proved to be a vehicle for the expression of social tensions. 
Podalsky, Laura. Specular City: Transforming Culture, Consumption, and Space in Buenos Aires, 1955-1973. 
Philadelphia: Temple Univ. Press, 2004. 
Based on discussions of elite and popular cultural production, the cultural industry, and urban changes, this book offers a detailed 
account of the tumultuous political decades that alternated military rule with an unstable democratic order, after the 1955 military 
coup that banned Peronismo from the political scene. 
Pujol, Sergio A. Las canciones de/ inmigrante: Buenos Aires, espectacu/o musical y proceso inmigratorio: de 1914 a 
nuestros dias. Buenos Aires: Almagesto, 1989. 
A study of the contribution of different groups of immigrants into the mainstream artistic life of the city, which dovetails with the 
commercialization of music and the development of a cultural industry (radio, movies, music halls). 
Seman, Pablo, and Pablo Vila. Youth Identities and Argentine Popular Music: Beyond Tango. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2012. 
Collection of essays tackling contemporary negotiation of class, religion, ethnicity, and gender among youth through different 
trends of popular music such as rock, cumbia, cumbia vii/era, Christian pop, and electronic, in their circulation and reception. 
Films 
Many films are set in the city, but in some iconic films the city acquires a particular historical significance. Santiago 2008 is a mix of 
film noir, metaphysical thriller, and political science fiction. Murua 1975 is a classic of social critique portraying marginalized urban 
lives, as it will be portrayed again in Caetano 1998, more than twenty years later. A climate of oppression and paranoia during the 
last military dictatorship is expressed in Aristarain 1987. With very different aesthetic agendas, Agresti, et al. 2005 and Solanas 
1988 are paradigmatic of the hopes and frustrations brought about by the return to democracy. Trapero 2000 and Bielinsky 2000, 
dealing with city life, crime, and the law, from totally divergent angles and styles, are probably the most successful films of what 
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has been called New Argentinian Cinema. 
Agresti, Alejandro, Vera Fogwill, Fernan Miras, et al., dir. Buenos Aires Viceversa, 1996. Buenos Aires: SBP, 2005. 
Dedicated to the victims of the last military dictatorship (1976-1983), the film presents several connected stories through a 
fragmented view of the city. Focusing on a child of the disappeared, a homeless kid, and an ex-collaborator of the dictatorship, it 
depicts a shattered city criss-crossed by the ghosts of its dictatorial past and its neoliberal economic present. 
Aristarain, Adolfo, dir. Oltimos dias de la victima. Pert. Federico Luppi; Soledad Silveyra; Buenos Aires, Argentina: 
Buenos Aires Cinematografica Argentina; Fresno, CA: Condor Video, 1987. 
Aristarain's fifth film is based on the 1978 homonymous novel by Jose Pablo Feinmann, written during the last dictatorship (1976-
1983). Tells the story of a methodical hired assassin who ends up investigating his next victim rather than killing him. Influenced by 
film noir and the thriller, Aristarain portrays an environment of uncertainty and disquietude in a strained Buenos Aires. 
Bielinsky, Fabian, dir. Nueve reinas. 2000 Screenplay by Fabian Bielinsky. Pert. Ricardo Darin, Gaston Pauls, Leticia 
Bredice. Culver City: Columbia TriStar Home Entertainment, 2002. 
The fast-paced story about two small crooks on the city streets is built as a labyrinth, with many layers of deception. It provides an 
interesting depiction of the social climate of the 1990s, as free-market economic policies led to unethical business practices and 
the crisis of middle class culture. 
Caetano, Adrian, dir. Pizza, birra, faso, 1998. Pert. Carolina Aldao; Bruno Stagnaro; Israel Adrian Caetano; Hector 
Anglada; Jorge Sesan; Pamela Jordan; Alejandro Pous; Walter Diaz; Marcelo Lavintman; Leo Sujatovich; Palo y a  la 
Bolsa Cine. Buenos Aires: lnstituto Nacional de Cine y Artes Audiovisuales, 2005. 
Successful commercial film, praised by critics, Pizza, birra, faso tells the story of an unprofessional, clumsy, group of thieves 
involved in small robberies. The violent life of the characters in search of an ever bigger target provides an uncompromising view of 
Buenos Aires. Mostly filmed outdoors, the movie explores roguery as a survival strategy in a city in crisis. 
Murua, Lautaro, dir. La Raulito. Screenplay by Juan Carlos Gene, Martha Mercader, and Jose Maria Paolantonio. Directed 
by Lautaro Murua. Pert. Marilina Ross, Jorge Martinez, Maria Vaner. Buenos Aires: Helicon, 1975. 
Key 1975 movie based on a living female historical character, the life of the protagonist is marked by poverty, marginalization and 
recurrent institutionalizations. It defied gender roles as protagonist cross-dresses and identifies with male roles, such as her 
fondness for Boca soccer club, a team associated with the popular sectors. 
Santiago, Hugo, dir. Invasion, 1969. Screenplay by Jorge Luis Borges and Hugo Santiago. Pert. Olga Zubarri, Lautaro 
Murua, Juan Carlos Paz. Buenos Aires: Malba Fundaci6n Eduardo F. Costantini, 2008. 
Legendary 1969 film by avant-garde filmmaker is based on a script by literary eminences Jorge Luis Borges and Adolfo Bioy 
Casares. A political allegory and a work of science fiction, Buenos Aires becomes Aquilea, a city invaded by invisible forces, 
against which the elder porteflo Don Porfirio organizes an underground resistance. 
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Solanas, Fernando, dir. Sur. Screenplay by Fernando E. Solanas. Pert. Susu Pecoraro, Miguel Angel Sola, Lito Cruz, Fito 
Paez. Buenos Aires, Argentina: Canal+, Cinesur, Pacific Productions, 1988. 
At the end of the dictatorship, the protagonist is released from jail, and he wanders around a ghostly Buenos Aires, revisiting layers 
of history, personal and collective dreams converging in flashbacks, as a narrative and metaphoric reflection on the disappeared 
and the transition to democracy. 
Trapero, Pablo, dir. El bonaerense. Pert. Jorge Roman, Mimi Ardu. San Luis, Argentina: AVH, 2000. 
Part of a nee-realist trend that emerged in the Buenos Aires film schools in the early 1990s, it follows the life of a man from a small 
town who winds up unexpectedly as a policeman on the provincial Buenos Aires force, living and working in the working-class 
outskirts of the city. 
Fiction and Poetry 
The stark political division between civilization and barbarism evident in Echeverria 2006 and in Marmol 2001 has solidified for 
Borges 1996 into a source from which the city draws its emotional and local character. National and city history becomes an 
intimate part of the character's emotional life in both Mujica Lainez 1994 and Sabata 2004, while urban reality is the stage for 
metaphysical quests in Marechal 1997. Lukin 1999 provides an extensive collection of narrative fragments about the city. 
Borges, Jorge Luis: Fervor de Buenos Aires. Buenos Aires: Emece, 1996. 
First poetry book by Borges, published in 1923. Presents a response to a city being transformed by massive immigration and rapid 
economic growth. Focuses on the city's outskirts, the undefined zone where town and country meet; this space allows Borges to 
articulate a vision for the creole city that is already disappearing. First edition was published in 1923, successive editions 
incorporate Borges's corrections and elimination of some poems. 
Echeverria, Esteban. "El matadero." In El matadero- La cautiva. Edited by Leonor Fleming. Madrid: Catedra, 2006. 
Arguably the first Latin American modern short story, it narrates the sordid life of the city and its slaughterhouse, as an explicit 
metaphor of the oppression and ignorance imposed by the Juan Manuel de Rosas's tyrannical rule. The story ends with the torture 
and murder of a young idealistic patriot. Originally published 1838 or 1840. 
Lukin, Liliana, ed. Una Buenos Aires de novela. 2 vols. Buenos Aires: Editorial Sudamericana, 1999. 
This compilation of short texts, many of them extracts from novels and short stories, provides a kaleidoscopic overview of literary 
authors' impressions about the city. Encompassing 19th and 20th century and including the main literary figures of every era, these 
volumes are organized idiosyncratically as a literary statement, rather than a survey. 
Marechal, Leopoldo. Adan Buenosayres. Edici6n critica, Jorge Lafforgue, Fernando Colla, coordinadores. Madrid: ALLCA 
XX; Ediciones UNESCO, 1997. 
Both classically inspired and experimental, the novel narrates the travails of the hero, poet Adan, during four epic days on the 
streets of a working-class Villa Crespo neighborhood, in a quest for the Absolute. This authoritative edition provides substantial 
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critical commentary. Originally published 1948. 
Marmol, Jose. Amalia. Oxford and New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 2001. 
Romantic novel written while its author was in exile in Montevideo. Action takes place during the Rosas era and presents the 
struggles between two antagonistic political parties (unitarios and federales). From a unitario perspective, Marmol depicts the 
brutality of the Rosas regime. First published in serial form, 1844-1855. 
Mujica Lainez, Manuel. Misteriosa Buenos Aires. Barcelona: Seix Barral, 1994. 
Collection of two short stories that cover more than three centuries of city history, from Buenos Aires's first foundation in 1536 to 
the year 1904. Buenos Aires history is narrated from a domestic, private point of view, sometimes behind closed doors, usually 
through members of the elite: household stories illuminate, in this way, greater historical events. First published in 1951. 
Sabato, Ernesto. Sobre heroes y tumbas. Buenos Aires: Planeta, 2004. 
The geography of Buenos Aires is the stage for this existential drama, the battlefield between a decadent but still alluring patrician 
elite and a new generation that appears lost as it is striving to build its own destiny, as the burden of the country's historical 
tragedies appears to curse daily life. First published in 1961. 
Essays 
Arlt 1994 and its mix of social realism and literary flanerie portrays a decadent but vibrant urban life of the interwar years, while 
Martfnez Estrada 1968 explores a rather negative sensibility and judgment toward signs of urban modernization. Presenting social 
criticism of urban life in the context of a divided Argentina, Sebreli 1964 is a classic that resorts to systematic categories of analysis 
with mixed results. Borges 1998 is transparent in the fascination with a slower and not-yet modern urban life yet defining the city's 
essence. The cultural and literary environment of the aesthetic and social vanguards is the object of the Sarlo 1999 analysis, while 
Sarlo 2009 is an example of the cultural criticism applied to postmodern urban phenomena. 
Arlt, Roberto. Aguafuertes porteflas. Cultura y politica. Buenos Aires: Losada, 1994. 
A famous collection of journalistic chronicles by this multifaceted writer; offers an interesting depiction of the changing life of the city 
in the 1920s and 1930s, with particular attention to the marginal, the working class, and the immigrant poor. 
Borges, Jorge Luis. Evaristo Carriego. Madrid: Alianza, 1998. 
Writing a biographical account of a minor poet who sang of the unencumbered beauties of the city is the excuse for Borges to 
reconstruct a bygone Buenos Aires while also re-imagining the city's legendary past. Originally published in 1930 and corrected in 
1974. 
Martinez Estrada, Ezequiel. La cabeza de Go/iat. Buenos Aires: Centro Editor de America Latina, 1968. 
Buenos Aires is portrayed as an enlarged capital for a weak national body, the greatness of the city as the nation's largest 
handicap. Through observations about local institutions, characters, and customs, the author laments modern materialism as the 
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source of personal malaise and cultural decadence. Originally published in 1940. 
Sarlo, Beatriz. Una modernidad periferica: Buenos Aires, 1920 y 1930. Buenos Aires: Ediciones Nueva Vision, 1999. 
An exploration of the contradictory ways in which writers experienced Buenos Aires and its elaborate cultural responses to the 
rapid urban transformation of the city in the early 20th century. Analyzes the interplay of local and international discourses and 
cultural practices in the views of the city presented by Borges, Gironda, Arlt, Lange, Storni, and Ocampo, among others. 
Sarlo, Beatriz. La ciudad vista: Mercancias y cultura urbana. Buenos Aires: Sig lo Veintiuno Editores, 2009. 
Combines text and photography. Sarlo analyzes Buenos Aires as a conflicting space and discusses many versions of the city-that 
of commercial photography, contemporary design, tourism, journalism, literature. Documents and interprets shopping malls, 
towers, and recycled train stations, as well as the life of the urban poor, street vendors, and prostitutes. 
Sebreli, Juan Jose. Buenos Aires, vida cotidiana y alienacion: Seguido de, Buenos Aires, ciudad en crisis. Buenos Aires: 
Sudamericana, 2003. (1964). 
Both a personal literary essay and a Marxist-inspired attempt at urban sociology of everyday life, the object of this classic work is 
the social class dynamics that divide the city and the country into a middle class allied with the aristocracy and against the poor. 
Tango 
Real and Carlos 1976-2012 provides a comprehensive survey of the major topics, expressions, and historical developments of this 
cultural expression. Thompson 2005 and Bergero 2008, illuminate this history from angles that haven't received enough attention, 
namely the African influence and the intersection of class and gender exploitation at the beginnings of tango history, respectively. 
Miller 2014 and Davila 2012 offer different but complementary panoramas of tango's contemporary resurgence as both a local and 
a globalized phenomenon. Written by probably the most internationally well-known tango musician, Piazzolla and Ferrer 1968 
takes up tango's lower-class origins to elevate it to a high level of sophistication, in a move that is archetypical of tango legend. 
Bergero, Adriana J. Intersecting Tango: Cultural Geographies of Buenos Aires, 1900-1930. Pittsburgh: Univ. of Pittsburg, 
2008. 
The emergence of tango culture is examined through an interdisciplinary analysis of political, urban, cultural, and social contexts of 
the city. It studies an array of cultural material from tango lyrics to literature, periodicals, and historical documents, paying attention 
to the oppressive conditions of labor and the status of women. 
Davila, Arlene. "Tango Tourism and the Political Economy of Space." In Culture Works: Space, Value, and Mobility Across 
the Neo/iberal Americas. By Arlene Davila, 135-163. New York: New York Univ. Press, 2012. 
Studies the booming tango tourism and the variety of products and services that are marketed for the international consumer, 
many of them amateur social tango dancers visiting the city. Paying special attention to the relations between locals and 
foreigners, Davila studies the impact of the tango market in spaces and identities within the neo-liberal transformation of Buenos 
Aires. 
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Gobello, Jose, and Marcelo Hector Oliveri. Novisimo diccionario /unfardo. Buenos Aires: Corregidor, 2004. 
The most authoritative of the dictionaries of /unfardo, the Buenos Aires slang that borrowed and adapted words of different 
European origins spoken by the first wave of European immigrants previous to WWI, and that is, to a certain extent, still used and 
evolving. 
Miller, Marilyn G., ed. Tango Lessons: Movement, Sound, Image, and Text in Contemporary Practice. Durham, NC: Duke 
Univ. Press, 2014. 
Studies contemporary artistic manifestations in tango culture as an evolving form expressing contemporary problems. Chapters 
include discussions on "new tango" music and dance, as well as tango manifestations in visual arts, film, and everyday practices. 
Piazzolla, Astor (music), and Horacio Ferrer (script). Maria de Buenos Aires. Buenos Aires, 1968. 
A contemporary "little opera" composed by the world famous tango innovator. The opera tells the story of the life, death, and after 
life of the female protagonist, a woman of humble origins who is attracted by the glitter of Buenos Aires and becomes a prostitute. 
It mixes archetypical tango mythology with fanciful plot twists and characters. Originally performed at the Sala Planeta in Buenos 
Aires in 1968, there are several recordings by different interpreters. 
Real, Martini and Juan Carlos, eds. La historia def tango. 21 vols. Buenos Aires: Corregidor, 1976-2012. 
Comprehensive overview of tango history as a cultural expression encompassing music, dance, song, and poetry, this work is 
divided into thematic and conceptual volumes authored by different specialists, going from its origins, to the old guard, to the 
orchestral golden age, up to the first decade of the 21st century. 
Thompson, Robert Farris. Tango: The Art History of Love. New York: Pantheon, 2005. 
Against the tradition of regarding tango as a mix of European and creole music traditions, this book underlines the relevance of the 
African roots, through the influx of Congo slaves to the River Plate region, in every relevant aspect of tango culture (music, dance, 
language, as well as in its interpreters, composers, and dancers) from its origins to our days. 
Cartoons 
Although the nature of comics designed and written for periodicals is episodic and fragmentary, a few series have become classics. 
Oesterheld and Solano Lopez 2006 creates an intriguing character that encapsulates a spirit of rebellion and resistance to a myriad 
of ever changing oppressive powers. Quine 1994 elaborates a set of characters, particularly a central character Mafalda, who are 
simultaneously intellectual and sensitive, political and metaphysical, naive and nihilistic. Trillo and Altuna 2004 invents a character 
with many of the archetypical attributes and tastes that many portefios revere, perhaps for the (male) readers to identify with during 
tumultuous political times. 
Oesterheld, Hector, and Francisco Solano Lopez. El eternauta. Buenos Aires: Doedytores, 2006. 
This series of graphic novels narrate the invasion by extraterrestrial forces and destruction of a very realistically depicted city. Its 
critique of oppressive power is unmistakable, as the invaders stand for military dictatorships and imperialism, or for a more abstract 
dehumanization of society. Originally published between 1957 and 1975. 
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Quino [Joaquin Salvador Lavado]. Toda Mafalda. Buenos Aires: Ediciones de la Flor, 1994. 
The life of a portefio middle-class family in the 1960s and 1970s is the subject of this legendary comic strip, popular throughout the 
Spanish-speaking world and beyond. Infant Mafalda exhibits a charming wisdom and sensitivity to the important issues of the day, 
such as world peace and the status of women. Originally published between 1964 and 1973. 
Trillo, Carlos, and Horacio Altuna. El loco Chavez. Buenos Aires: Diario Clarin, 2004. 
With some realistic depictions of the city, the story of a young journalist, his friends, and girlfriends, manages to convey a sense of 
bohemian freedom without ever making explicit references to politics, despite that the comic strip appeared between 1975 and 
1987, a period that includes eight years military dictatorship. 
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